


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
EAST ARKANSAS PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
Jonesboro, Arkansas

The Board of Directors of the East Arkansas Planning and Development District is seeking qualified applicants for the position of Executive Director.  The position performs professional level leadership, managerial, and administrative work under the direction of its Board of Directors of elected and appointed regional leaders from the 12 eastern Arkansas counties and the 116 communities within them. Located in the Delta region of Arkansas, urban, rural, and suburban communities are served by the District.  The region contains whole or in part, the two Metropolitan Statistical Areas of Jonesboro and Memphis as well as the four Micropolitan Statistical Areas of Paragould, Blytheville, Forrest City, and Helena-West Helena.  The headquarters of the District are located in Jonesboro, home to Arkansas State University. 

The Development District is one of the state's eight economic development districts, authorized by Congress and created by Arkansas Act 118. The operations are divided in two divisions.  The Economic & Community Development Division works on county and community projects from concept to closeout, helping to strategically leverage funding opportunities and maximize benefit. Successful project management and grant compliance is key to attracting additional funding, turning projects around quickly, and being in good standing and eligible for additional grants in future. The Financial Services Division, works in partnership with public and private entities to give small businesses in our region an opportunity to thrive with a host of resources for their success. EAPDD is also able to capitalize small business projects through the utilization of our in-house Revolving Loan Fund we manage for the Economic Development Administration. The Economic Development Administration and the Delta Regional Authority are the District’s two main federal partners. For more information see https://eapdd.org 

A competitive candidate will demonstrate a track record of strong leadership and administrative experience and, a background in governmental financial management is highly desirable. Experience with local government and/or intergovernmental relations is a plus.  The competitive candidate will demonstrate maturity, self-motivation, integrity, and possess strong political acumen. Strong communication skills and successfully being able to work with disparate interests and people is a must.  Understanding of regional development and understanding urban, rural, and suburban communities is highly desirable.  A bachelor’s degree in public administration, business, urban and regional planning, or related field is required.  A master’s degree is a plus.  A competitive salary and benefits package based on credentials and experience will be offered.  Interested individuals should submit a cover letter of interest, resume, and four references to Jim Youngquist, Executive Director, Arkansas Economic Development Institute at jlyoungquist@ualr.edu by no later than Noon Central Time November 17, 2023. No phone calls or hard copy applications will be accepted.

The East Arkansas Planning and Development District is an equal opportunity employer.
​





